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BUSINESS PLUS

FLORIDA POMPANO BEACH
BUSINESS BRIEFS A
e 71 estors blly into glass
RCL WANTS BIGGER
PORTS iN ASIA 8 An investo, ledby G Indusiries, which His 3 is BN E aid demend ft
n investor group y Gagvma Industries, w s partner ot Aston & emand for
Royal Caribbesn developer Ed Esston makes and installs alondoum  Kracko, 2 35year veteran of curtain walls sod windows is
Cruires (RCL) ur(edAsinn bought 8 Canadisn maker  windows and doors for high the curtain-wall industry strong despite the softening
countries Friday to improve | o¢ e o windowsand  rises, and GammaUSA, which  whose work includes outfit-  of the residential condo mur.
their poct facilities to curtain walls that has an has a Pompeno Besch ssverm- ting the AOL Time Werner ket ts Mizml. “In Dade
accommodate larger ships | [ 0 iy taciitty In bly plant thay empioys 126, building in New York, County, that party's over. But
15 the company expands its Pompano Besch, Easton said the window O ther New York City and Los Ange-
operations in the region to venturs Is “twtally separste® investors les are booming in that
Dew customers. BY MARTHA BRANMGAN from Easton Group, which include Col- regerd,” he sald. “Elliot and
“Tt is really imp for araid com develops ind owns commer- | leen Castille, his texm bave booked ovar
lmbstnAshnqcommenco Mizmi developer Ed Eas- cial real esiste and works on secretary of $30 millon in business in the
infr Hnproy: ton is making 4 big move into  projects such as & 220,000 the Florids past 30 days and we had a
ment” ssid Adam Gold- - | the curtainowall busi , s foat condo b Department backlog of 360 million. So
m“m{ which provides the dazzling at International Corporate of Environ- business is good”
line, which glass exteriors for high-rise Park i the Doral sres. mental Pro-  Easton isn't the first Flor-
mnounced the opening of towers. Easton sald the cartein- tection under ida daveloper to set bis sights
its Aslan hesdguarters in Red Holdings,  new Pom- wall industry “has @ solild Gov. Jeb Bush; Kathleen an glass, In 2003, Soutk Flor-
Singapore. pano Beach-based investment future and the acquisition Shansban, formerly Bush's ids developer Ugo Colombo
firm led by Easton, bought price wax around book value, chief of stalf; and seversl of became a partner in Glas-
Macyro Group of Quebec, I'm slso doing it because of Kracko's associstes, swall, 3 Miami-bared manu-
» INSURANCE Canads for $19 milllon. my partner’s experience. Red Holdings is focusing fecturer of burricsne-
VIATICAL TOLD TOSTOP | Macyro, whose shares traded  Youw've Ot to have a lot of on building ts market shars resistant customized glass
BUSINESS IN FLORIDA on the Toronto Stock experience to hang windows in Plorids, Canads and New and sluminum products for
AM visticab-set- Exchange, has two units: at 55 storles™ York high-rise developments.
thement pany was g
ordered Friday to cesse
doing business bn Frorids, BROADCASTING
Florids lnsurance Com- . . 5 .
missfoner Kevin MeCarty
==l Delivering news in Spanis
order to Grast West Growth
of Minneapolis after finding
the compeny has conducted
business in the state without | .o Ty
-|mnmm5yx. GliLhs
Vi R POV ork Univision. Now Equity |
"‘uz'";m:h& }mmf m:n. als0 owns Univision afiTilates
policies ofthe sick for a dis- | "4 1poni e Florida — Fort

count and then resell the
interests to lovestors,

o FINANCE
RAYMOND JAMES
SHARES SURGE 7.4%

Shares of Raymand
James Financial (RJF)
posted their biggest gainin
five years after Wachovia
analyst Douglas Sipkin
raised bis recommendation,
clting improved earnings
prospects, amid takeover

publicly traded regioml
brokerage firm by murkst
value, ciimbed $2.33, or
7.4 percent, to $33.84 in
New York Stock Exchange
compotite txding.

« SECURITIES
MNASD PANEL AWARDS
81-YEAR-OLD $850,000

Jordan Wed

Myery and Jacksonville —
Michigen, Okighoma, Texss
and Utsh that receive nighy
newscasts from Little Rock,

Equity has traded publicly
since May, after Coconat
Palm Acquisition — led by
South Plorids entrepreneur
Richard Rochon — bought it
and took on Equity’s nxme.
Regulatory filings show the
firm posted s quarterly oper-
ating loss of $12.4 million on
March 31, which it biamed on
the expense of buying and
building tations. Quartsrly
revenue of $6.77 million was
off from $2.3 million last
yesr,

“Whst we saw in Equity
wis & distribution system
that has been built but not
exploited in terms of con-
tent,” Rochon said. “They
had 2 good distribution sys-
tem, but contsnt needed to
be supplied.”

Standing 1o its small stu-
dio in Little Rock, executive
produser Jusn Carlos Homez

§ ledged the news pro-

8l-year-old Aventura
retiree, on Friday was
gwarded $850,000 by a
Nationa! Association of
Securltiss Deslers arbltra-
tion panel,

Morgan Stantey and bro-
ker Kyle Baos were found
negligent in selling Weiner-
man d growth
investments when they
knew Weinerman

$250,000 in punitive dam-
ages. Weinerman was reprs-
sented by Jeifrey Evez and
TJeffrey Sonn of Sonn & Erez
in Fart Lauderdale,

* ARRESTS
SPOUSES ACCUSED
OF MEDICAID FRAUD

FPernando and feans
Fonts, a South Florida hus-
band-and-wife team that
owns Pree Line Medical
Equipment, were arrented
Friday morning and charged
with falsely billing Medicaid
more than $1 miltion, the

Autharities allege the
Fonts delivered faukty
equipinent of naver deliv-
ered the equipment, but
billed Medicaid for fsme-
Honal equipment ostensibly
deliverad 1o Medicaid recip-
ients for about 20 months.
The Fonts are charged with
one count each of grand
theft and organized schema

to defraud, both Arst-degree

falnniee

gram's Limits. The program
relies on a faw full-time pho-
tographers and raporters in
esch market, not the local
bullpen typical of established
Englizh-language newscasts.
Four producers put the show
together with ane in-studio
cameraman and four people
huddie in 2 small contro!
room.

HISPANIC ISSUES

While unable to match the
staff, Homez ssid reporters
instead focus on issues that
ffect Hispanics — the bmmi-
gration debate, for example,
Police and crime stories,
koown in Spanish as sucesos,
also get their play — bu only
when & victim or a zobber is
Hispanic, he sald.

The staff aiso looks for

FAST FOOD

DANNY JORNSTON/AS

STUDID: In an Arkansas studio of Equity Media Holdings, weather anchor L:zetts
Alvarez works for a Spanish-spesking newscast that wili alr in Fort Myers.

chances to tell Hispanics
where they con find informs-
tion ip Spanish for commu-
nity events Hie bealth firs.

The Spanish-spesking
staff (ills in on-xir roles at
times, like Homez sachoring
the shows' sports segment.
However, o the control
room, the four ataffers run-
oing the filming acknowl-
edged they didn't speak
Spanish.

"I'm J:lcking up # litte
bit,” said Pailip Tripp, who
cued video for a segment
after an over-the-shoulder
graphic displayed a mis-
spelled word.

Fess and Homez pralsed
the news operation &y pro-
viding a Hispanic perspec-
tive needed in news. The
Detroit afflliste received &
local Emmy ination this

Unlted States with televi.
sions, Research by TNS
Media Intelligence shows
advertisers spent $4.2 billion
on the Spanish-language
maxket last yesr, up from $3.7
billian the yesr before.

LACK OF PROGRAMS

As thet market has grown,
however, local Spanish-fag-
gusge newscasts haver’t fol-
lowed outside of historically
Hispanic communfties. Tele-
mundo, the NBC Universsl-
owned Spanish langusge net-
work, replaced local news.
casts fast year with three
regional programs covering
Arizong, Texas snd the West
Cosst a5 part of & cost-cut-
ting move,

The need to coliapse oper-
etions comes as stations deal
withf ies of scale,”

year for a segment on gangs.

The stations could tap into
4 huge — and rapidly grow-
ing — market. Estimates
from Nielten Medis
Research show 11.6 million
Hispanic households in the

sgid Sfxcey Woelfel, an sszo-
ciste professor of journaiism
at University of Missourl-Co-
fumbia and s Radio-Televi-
sion News Directors Associa-
tion board membar.

“Tt reflects that struggle

Burger King to eliminate trans fats

*BURGER KING, FROW IC

was naking too long to shift to
heaithier oils. The Wathing-
ton-based Center for Science
in the Public Interest sued
Burger King in May, suying
the company was moving too
stowly and had failed to set a
definite timetsble for

i removal of trans fats,

In response, Burger King

said in May it expected to
begin the national rojiout its
new zero trans-fat oil by the
end of thiy yesr.

McDonald's said exslier
this year it had selecred 3
new trans-fat-free oll. Wen-
dy’s started using cooking ol
with rero grams of trans fat
in Augusr 2006.

Starbucks announced in
May it will cut artifictal trans

fats out of food and drinks in
its stores in the continental
United States, Alaska and
Canads by the end of the
yosr.

Burger King is owned by
Burger King Holdings lnc,

and operates more chan -
1,200 restaurants worldwide, |

About 90 percent of its res-

taurants are owned and oper- |

ated by franchisees.

DILBERT | SCOTT ADAMS .

that we bave fn the broad-
casting business now of
localism — which we knows
works and sslls snd pays and

serves the community and !

everything sise — and mak-
ing as much profit as possible
for the awnership,” said
Woelfs],

“The revenue la not there
25 it Is in English, so Pm sure
the company is trying to
cover its cities ‘and at the
seme time, break even, make
a profit or at Jeast minimizes
the loss as they get these

Equity repeats ity after.
noon newscast in the sve-
ning, but discussions con-
tinue about offering a nightly
show a2y well By the end of
the year, it wants to launch
tocal newscasts from Litele
Rock for stations in Kansss
City, Kan.,, Minneapolis,
Nashville and Waco, Texas,
and add more Jocal reporters,

“1 think we've just blown
away expectations with what
we’ve been able to do,” Fess
said

ECONOMY

*ECONOMY, FROM 1T

mouths.

New hiring in education,
bealthcare, food services
| and government helped
i drive overall job growth.
j Construction companies

also expanded employment
i — even as they coped with
{ fallout from the homcine

COURTS

Mai-Kai
caught
off guard
by suit

* HA-KAL FROM IC

for 50 years. The restau-
rent, at 3599 N. Federal
Hwy., resembies an elabo-
rate tiki bar and seats 716,

The loan is significantly
less than the $5 million
assessed value of the res-
taurant's rep] estate. And
Levy said the Mai-Kai is
“doing fine.” Asked if {t's
profitable, he answered,
“Why not?”

Still, the Mai-Kai occu-
siouslly has been hit
through the yesrs with
state warrants and federal
liens for not paying its
taxes on time. It has slways
paid the smounts after the
public notices, including
$255,000 (which includes
interest and penaldes) in
May to resolve two tax
Warrants,

Levy declined to explain
why the Mai-Ral has some-
times waited until after the
notices are filed to pay its
taxes, saying it was “per-
sonal”

According to documents
flied with the lawsuit
against Mai-Kai Inc., Ron-
ald H. Barnhart loaned
Mai-Kai $200,000 at 9 per-
cent interest in 2001 The

The loan in dispute
is significantly less
than the $5 million
assessed value of the
restaurant’s real
estafe,

loan was paysble io 2004,

Barnhart, @ Honeywell
vice president who lived in
Herndon, Va,, died in Fort
Lauderdale jess than thras
months after making the
loan. The oote jater passed
to 2 trust that he bad set up,
Hiy son, Ronald Dougias
Barnhart of Norfolk, Va., is
the trustee. He sued Mai-
Kaj seeking repayment.

Cary A, Lubetsky, a
Miami lawyer representing
Barnhart, said he had no
information on how the
losn came shout or why it
hasa’t bean repaid.

Lubetsky sald Barohart
simply waats o be paid.
“I'm sure my client does
fiot want to own the Mal-
Kal,” Lubetsky added.

One twist to the dispute:
The mortgage note wis
never recorded with the
Broward County Records
Division, though it's not
clear why. A yeur after the
loan war made, recocds
show the Ma-Kat obtained
& §750,000 first-mortgage
logn and 2 $250,000 sec-
end-mortgage losn {rom
American Nitional Bank. A
third note for $60,000 was
i added in 2003. The loans
are due i 2017.

Jobless rate remains
steady at 4.5 percent

month ago.

Workers saw modest
whge gains in june. Average
bourly eaming rose to
$17.38, & 03 percent
increase from May.

Over the past 12 months,
Wages grew by 19 percent.

Of the 132,000 total jobs
added in June, 40,000 came

fram tha mAmarnmant



